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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDREW STARK 


Fall Getaways 


Fall is a period of self-reflection. 

This time of year, I try to get into the woods as often as possible. 
These are little getaways—from the city, from the self. In the woods, I’m 
totally present. I listen, rather than get distracted. 

I remember autumns of my childhood, flashes of tangential light and 
form. Very little dialogue. Grandpa’s colorless eyes that quivered like sea 
slime, his stooped shack in the Upper Peninsula ghost town of Pequa- 
ming. The black flies were surreal, a weather system unto themselves. 
The spit of bacon on the wood-burning stove. Grandma’s perfume with 
its chemical smart. Га watch grandpa, the diaphanous hollows of his 
face, a wilted woodsman in heavy flannel. Mom, a silent shadow in the 
periphery, her angles caught by firelight and pulsing upon the hand- 
hewn wall. Га run along the beach with Prince, my beloved Siberian 
husky, listening to the lake, feeling, briefly, the unblemished freedom of 
childhood, feeling the presence of some readymade God watching the 
world like a reflection passing over water. 

I revisited this place recently, now in ruins. I pressed my hand to a 
jackpine’s bark; one can’t help but think of trees in the U.P—they take up 
most of that region’s 16,377 square miles (and in the fall it’s some of the 
greatest leaf peeping on earth). Ironwood, butternut, honeylocust. Five 


species of pine, seven maple. From roadside swamps, wasted tamarack 
jut like fishbone among the cattails. 

I try to experience their essence, their cosmic spirit. This is not a 
jackpine. It’s not even a tree. It is a wild thing older than man that man 
decided to call tree. I feel its warmth, its thumbprint texture, and imagine 
the hundreds of gallons of water traveling up the ancient straw of its 
trunk. 

When I get into the woods, I walk around, look. My shadow moves 
across the trail like spilled water. I am not my body, nor the functions 
of its bundled plumbing. I am a vessel of consciousness hardwired with 
an ego, a 200-pound (give or take) unit of stardust. I am merely an echo 
of an echo of my homeland, a sliver of the Upper Peninsula that has 
shed and drifted. We are all waves on the Big Lake, breaking. And if I 
look the right way, I don't see trees at all, but nameless things predating 
taxonomy and transcending language. I want to see everything this way. 
But first, I want to look at trees as living things, generous as gods, bend- 
ing to our whims and asking for nothing in return, a gathering of strange 
and beautiful creatures, raising their limbs in exultation. 

It's fall. Get away. Ё 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


A Profile In Courage 


Simone Biles pulling out of scheduled 
exercises was not “letting down” her team, as 
some critics asserted. It would, in fact, have been 
pure hubris to have assumed that she alone could 
assure their win, and a great folly to risk grievous 
personal injury in attempting to “push through.” 
Biles knew from her first wobbly landing that her 
mind and body were not in sync. 

Criticisms from some (mostly male) individuals 
in the media and armchair pundits were aimed 
at an athlete already in possession of some-32 
Olympic and World Championship medals, and 
an entelechy that refused to allow her to endanger 
herself or cost her team a possibility to medal. 

Steadfast, Biles remained on the floor, fetching 
chalk, cheering her team to a Silver, and 18-year- 
old Hmong-American Sunisa “Suni” Lee to a Gold 
in the women’s all-around finals (a medal Biles won 
in 2016.) She explained to critics the impossibility 
of using a replacement, reminding them that the 
rules are set for a team of four, of which only three 
need perform any given exercise; they had those 
three. By withdrawing, Biles wisely protected 
herself and opened the way for others. 


In 1978, Russian gymnast Elena Mukhina, 20, 
was pressured into continuing her Olympic training 
on an ill-healed broken leg, and was required to 
perform a dangerous Thomas Salto move. She 
landed on her chin, remaining a quadriplegic until 
her death at 46. American Kerri Strug became 
famous in the 1996 Atlanta Games for “pushing 
through” and landing a one-legged vault after 
having torn two ligaments and spraining an ankle 
in her first attempt. “I can’t feel my leg,” she told 
coach Béla Karolyi, but he persisted. A televised 
close-up revealed the young woman’s terror 
and anguish. At what cost is victory, when you 
collapse and your coach must carry you, damaged 
leg hastily bandaged, onto the podium to accept 
the Gold with your team, a Gold your team was 
far enough ahead to win without your sacrifice? 
Strug never again competed. 

At 24, Biles has won all the medals and 
performed at more rarified levels than any other 
woman and many men gymnasts. She knows when 
her mind and muscles are out of sync; it’s not a 
place you want to be, 10 or 15 feet in the air, not 
knowing up from down. Far braver to say, “No,” 


to protect yourself, than become permanently 
damaged, to perhaps die, trying to satisfy the 
insatiable appetite of couch-critics and the media. 

Praise and thanks poured in. Among them, 
23-Gold-medalist swimmer Michael Phelps, 
former First Lady Michelle Obama, and even 
Kerri Strug—now 43. 

Biles’s voice admitting publicly to mental 
health issues and the burdens of pressure were 
heard and will spread ripple effects greater 
than she can see at this moment. Biles told one 
interviewer: “This Olympic Games, I wanted it 
to be for myself, but I was still doing it for other 
people. It hurts my heart that doing what I love 
has kind of been taken away from me to please 
other people.” 

Later, responding to the deluge of support 
and praise she’d received, Biles marveled, 
“The outpouring of love and support Ive 
received has made me realize I’m more than my 
accomplishments and gymnastics, which I never 
believed before.” 

Her epiphany may be the greatest gift Biles 
can give to those who follow Ё 
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OUR SCENE 


COMING ATTRACTIONS | BY BRETT BURGER 


uthrie Announcement 


I just get more giddy every time I open 
my email to see countless theatre season an- 
nouncements. This week I'm excited to talk 
about the lineup for the iconic Guthrie The- 
ater. They are presenting a slightly smaller but 
jam-packed season with some shows that I’m 
extremely excited to see. With the exception of 
the first two shows of the season, most of the 
tickets will be available for purchase starting 
Sept. 21, 2021. 

Billed as their return season, the Guthrie 
is offering an eclectic mix of classic and con- 
temporary work with new and modern twists. I 
truly am smiling as I write this because I can't 
wait to be back in a seat with a glass of wine 
and enjoying some world-class theater in the 
Twin Cities. 

"My hope is that this season will celebrate 
all that the theater is meant to be while extend- 
ing hope and healing to everyone in our com- 
munity," says Joseph Haj, Artistic Director for 
the Guthrie. 

For more information, visit: https:/ /www. 
guthrietheater.org/shows-and-tickets/2021- 
2022-season/ 


WHAT THE CONSTITUTION 


MEANS TO ME 

By Heidi Schreck 

Sept. 30 - Oct. 24, 2021 
McGuire Proscenium Stage 


Fifteen-year-old Heidi earned her college tu- 
ition by winning Constitutional debate competi- 
tions across the U.S. In this hilarious, hopeful 
and achingly human new play, she resurrects 
her teenage self in order to trace the profound 
relationship between four generations of wom- 
en and the founding document that shaped 
their lives. Nominated for two Tony Awards 
and a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, Schreck's 
boundary-breaking show breathes new life into 
our Constitution and imagines how it will shape 
the next generation of Americans. The Guthrie 
is proud to be a stop on the national tour of this 
timely and galvanizing work. 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
By Charles Dickens 
November 6 - December 27, 2021 
Wurtele Thrust Stage 

A miserly and miserable man, Ebenezer 
Scrooge greets each Christmas with “Bah! 
Humbug” until he is visited one Christmas Eve 
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by the Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present and 
Yet to Come. In Charles Dickens' beloved clas- 
sic, the three spirits show Scrooge happy mem- 
ories from his past, difficult realities from the 
present and a grim future should he continue 
his closed-hearted ways. This world-premiere 
adaptation stays faithful to the text and invites 
audiences to experience the wonder of the holi- 
day season through all-new scenery, costumes, 
props, lighting and sound. 


A RAISIN IN THE SUN 


By Lorraine Hansberry 
January 8 - February 12, 2022 
McGuire Proscenium Stage 


“What happens to a dream deferred? Does 
it dry up like a raisin in the sun?" In 1951, poet 
Langston Hughes posed these questions, and 
Lorraine Hansberry answered with a theatrical 
masterpiece that broke down racial barriers 
both on and off the stage. The play follows the 
three-generation Younger family as they grap- 
ple with different definitions of the American 
dream and how to achieve it. When the matri- 
arch, Lena, buys a home in an all-white neigh- 
borhood, the Youngers are greeted by thinly 
veiled racism and financial pitfalls that threaten 
to pull the family apart and push their dreams 
out of reach 


THE TEMPEST 


By William SHakespeare 
Feb. 26 - April 16, 2022 


Prospera, the former Duchess of Milan, 
has spent many embittered years stranded 
on an island after being usurped by her ruth- 
less brother, Antonio. Her only comforts are 
her daughter, Miranda, and her own magi- 
cal powers, which Prospera uses to conjure a 
storm that brings several shipwreck survivors 
ashore, Antonio included. But when her intri- 
cate revenge plot puts Miranda's future at risk, 
Prospera is caught between her desire to re- 
claim her rightful rule and her unwavering love 
for her daughter. Former Artistic Director Joe 
Dowling returns to the Guthrie to direct one 
of Shakespeare's final and most heartfelt plays. 


DESTINY OF DESIRE 


By Karen Zacarias 
April 30 - June 5, 2022 
McGuire Proscenium Stage 
The joys, tribulations and plot twists of epic 


love are bursting onstage in Karen Zacarías' 
brilliantly funny homage to the telenovela. On 
a stormy night in Bellarica, Mexico, two babies 
are born—one into a life of outlandish wealth, 
and one into a life of poverty. When the new- 
borns are swapped by a ruthless ex-beauty 
queen, the stage is set for two outrageous mis- 
fortunes to grow into an extraordinary destiny. 
Directed with wit and verve by Tony Award- 
winner Ruben Santiago-Hudson and filled with 
vibrant choreography and live music, this exu- 
berant production explores the emotional roll- 
ercoaster and social commentary that make 
the telenovela one of the most popular form of 
storytelling on the planet. 


EMMA 


By Kate Hamill 
Based on the novel by Jane Austen 
June 18 - August 21, 2022 


Emma Woodhouse prides herself on being a 
matchmaker with an impeccable track record, 
much to the chagrin of her dear friend Mr. 
Knightley. Her latest scheme revolves around 
the sweet Harriet Smith, whom Emma advises 
to reject a perfectly good marriage proposal 
in favor of another eligible bachelor. However, 
her best-laid plans are turned upside down by 
unpredictable displays of affection, unexpected 
rivals and Emma's sudden realization that true 
love may have been under her nose all along. 
With screwball comedy and surprises aplenty, 
this fresh, fast-paced adaptation interprets the 
Jane Austen classic with delightfully unconven- 
tional flair. 


SWEAT 
By Lynn Nottage 
July 16 - August 21, 2022 

Reading, Pennsylvania, is a blue-collar town 
with generations of hardworking folks, many 
of whom work at Olstead's factory and down 
cold beers together after hours. But the post- 
Y2K economy is changing, NAFTA is a new re- 
ality and rumors fly about layoffs. Promotions 
and pride inevitably collide, forming cracks in 
decades-old friendships that crumble when the 
factory breaks with the union. From the politi- 
cally charged opening scene to its electrifying 
conclusion, Sweat boldly confronts issues of 
race, immigration, deindustrialization and the 
ever-slipping grip on middle-class life—all with 
Nottage’s signature humor and heart. I 
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PRIDE WITHOUT PREJUDICE 


The Twin Ports Tell Exclusion To Go Jump in the Lake. 


By Terrance Griep 


The unfeeling mountains of jagged ice gouged the soft, sedimentary 
rock beneath them, graciously digging their own collective grave before 
dying the slowest of deaths. How slow? It took 10,000 years, give or take 
a millennium, before those sky-jabbing frost giants melted into the world’s 
biggest puddle. The grandest changes complete, 100 centuries later (give 
or take an epoch), Lake Superior remains a place defined by the lack of 
definition, by constant change. 

Kind of like the local queer community. 

According to its mission, Duluth Superior Pride is dedicated “to serve the 
people of the Duluth-Superior area community’s diverse sexual and gender 
identities by organizing safe and inclusive events that celebrate equality and 
self-expression.” This mission has manifested annually for over 30 years as 
the region’s annual Pride Festival. But, like the eastern glaciers of antiquity, 
it has—in recent years, anyway—had to change shape to accommodate the 
conditions around it. 

“2019 was our most successful year,” asserts Duluth Superior Pride co- 
chair Blake Sawle. “We broke the attendance record, and we had a record 
number of vendors and sponsors.” In fact, a full spectrum of events were 
on display, including block parties, dance parties, party parties, a 5k race, 
and even historical exhibits, all attended by thousands of people. The Pride 
committee was poised to make 2020 even more successful until... 

“The pandemic happened,” Sawle laments. The show did go on that year, 
but only virtually. The 2020 Pride (e-) Festival included an art contest, a silent 
auction, online concerts, and messages of support from community leaders. 
Ultimately, though, despite the heroic efforts of the Pride committee and the 
unflagging support of the surrounding community, Pride 2020 represented 
a compromise that, like all the best compromises, frustrated everyone 
involved. 

That might set the stage for a dramatic, victorious comeback this 
year, but Sawle encourages prudence over ebullience, as the coronavirus 
pandemic has yet to fully run its course. “I get it,” Sawle says. “People want 
to get back to a normal Pride festival, but behind them are other people who 
are worried [about COVID-19 exposure].” 

Sawle appreciates the virus-centric leeriness of some prospective Pride- 
goers. “I tell those people that we’re taking all the precautions that we can,” 
Sawle assures, “but if you still don’t feel safe, it’s okay not to show up. We 
want to go big, but we’re going to be cautious. There’s a lot going on in 
Duluth that weekend, and we don’t want to contribute to a possible larger 
problem.” 

Still—waning pandemic or no—the show must go on. 

Duluth Superior Pride 2021 will begin on Thursday, September 2nd, at 
5:00 PM, with the Mayor’s Reception to be held at the Duluth Depot. The 
event has traditionally included food, cocktails, live music and a presentation 
honoring outstanding contributors to the local queer community. The Pride 
Festival proper will begin 11:00 AM on Saturday, September 4th, at Bayfront 
Festival Park. This includes the usual technicolor dream fare of family- 
friendly live music, entertainment and games. Less energetic Pride-goers 
can visit beer tents, exhibitors, and vendors of every stripe. The festival will 
de-fest at 7:00 PM. 

One hallmark of this Pride is rare among such celebrations—an inclusive 
worship service. “Every year, it’s held in a different place, a church or a 
temple,” reports Sawle. “[Local religious leaders] reached out to us. They 
told us, ‘We stand with you, we want to provide a safe place to worship." It's 
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an event that makes Duluth Superior Pride as distinctive as it is inclusive. 

And just as locals sometimes reach out to Duluth Superior Pride, Pride 
reaches out to the locals, as evidenced by the acronym frequently cited on 
Duluth Superior Pride’s official communications: “GLBTAQI2S.” While the 
first seven characters are likely familiar, the last two might not be: they 
represent the inclusion of Two-Spirits, esteemed indigenous folk who are 
thought to have been born with both a male and female soul, often serving 
the role of tribal unifier. “Different areas have different things,” notes Sawle. 
“This is one of the things we have.” 

Of course, no Pride festival would be complete without a parade, and 
the Twin Ports’ is no exception. While the precise location has yet to 
be determined, it will happen on Sunday, September 5th, at 12:00 PM, 
somewhere in Superior—the city, not the lake, which narrows things down 
considerably. 

“Duluth Superior Pride is 100% volunteer-run,” Sawle mentions. That 
volunteerism includes the people who support Pride’s most obvious 
incarnation—but it also includes the oft-forgotten, behind-the-scenes score 
of diligent planners who enable the live events in the first place. “We have no 
trouble finding volunteers for the live events,” Sawle says, “but volunteers to 
plan the live events are another story.” 

Happily, that score of stalwarts—which includes co-chair Sawle, 
naturally—has managed to persevere with Pride (and with pride). Even as 
its substance has changed, like that of a giant, ancient glacier-turned-lake, 
the Pride committee ensures that the Pride Festival of 2021 will not just be 
good, it'll be Superior. I 


Duluth Superior Pride 
P.O. Box 3198 

Duluth MN 55802 
infol@dspride.com 


www.duluthsuperiorpride.com 
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WAY UP NORTH 


Here's why you'll want to add a trip to 
Superior, Wisconsin, to your bucket list. 


By Kassidy Tarala 


For Minnesotans and Wisconsinites alike, there’s really only one im- 
portant summer plan each year: going up north. Whether you’re fortunate 
enough to have a family cabin, take in the great outdoors at your favorite 
campsite, or rent a hotel room or Airbnb, going up north is a must on every 
northerner’s to-do list. 

Whatever “up north” means to you—perhaps a trip to Duluth, Grand 
Marais, or somewhere just a short drive from home—there’s one place that 
you'll want to add to your list: Superior, Wisconsin. 

Located right over the river from Duluth, Minnesota, the other “Twin 
Port,” Superior, offers everything that “up north” should have: a charming 
small town, easy access to Lake Superior (which, if we’re being honest, is 
more of a sea), and endless hikes filled with breathtaking views. 

Here are some of the (many) reasons to check out Superior, Wisconsin: 


THE BONG CENTER 


The Bong Center plays a key role in Superior’s tourism industry and 
veteran communities. As a tourist attraction, the Bong Center provides op- 
portunities and experiences for visitors to learn more about veterans from 
World War II to the present. 

“Our outreach into the community allows us to be a hub for veterans and 
to give back to veterans through our annual canoe trips to the Boundary Wa- 
ters Canoe Area (BWCA) and Thanksgiving meal for veterans,” says Dustin 
Heckman, executive director. 

Though the Bong Center is known for its support of veterans, Heckman 
admits that they still have work to do to welcome LGBTQ+ folx. 

“The Bong Center strives to be welcoming to the LGBTQ+ community, 
but we definitely have work to do in this area, especially in the inclusion of 
veteran stories from this community. This is part of our ongoing work to be 
more diverse and inclusive in our programming,” he says. 

But no matter what, if you stop by the Bong Center, you'll surely leave 


Photo céurtesy of Bong P-38 Fund ie 
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having learned something new. 

“At the Bong Center, you get to learn about veteran experiences from 
the veterans themselves! Throughout the Center, visitors will get to hear 
veterans tell their stories through oral history clips, videos, and their own 
written words. It isn’t just the Ace of Aces story but stories of veterans from 
all types of ranks and service periods. And we have two really cool artifacts 
in our P-38 Lightning airplane and M60 Tank that will catch your eye,” Heck- 
man says. “At the Bong Center, we want to include stories from all veterans 
across the Northland. However, the stories and experiences of LGBTQ+ vet- 
erans are not represented in our collections or exhibits. In order to be more 
representative of the whole veteran community, these stories are needed. If 
you are an LGBTQ+ veteran, consider sharing your story and experiences in 
the military with the Bong Center so that others like you can be represented 
alongside your fellow service members.” 

So when is the best time to visit Superior? According to Heckman, every 
season in Superior is amazing! 

“Even though summer and fall along the lake are so beautiful, winter- 
time is a blast up here. Get outside with snowshoes, snowmobiles, and skis 
to embrace the cold and see Superior in a completely different way,” he says. 


FAIRLAWN MANSION 


If you’re a frequent visitor of Duluth, I’m sure you’ve been to the Glen- 
sheen Mansion. But what about the Fairlawn Mansion over the river in Su- 
perior? 

“Fairlawn Mansion provides a historic atmosphere to learn about the 
Pattison family and their significant roles within the early years of the Su- 
perior community. The mansion also provides insight into the world of the 
children that resided here when it operated as a Children’s Home,” says Me- 
gan Meyer, Executive Director. “We are proud to provide a site where people 
can learn about and from history, share special moments during public and 
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private events, and participate in yoga and other special programs.” 

Grace Pattison, the Matron of Fairlawn Mansion, was an incredibly kind 
and loving person, Meyer says. It was important to her to always do the 
right thing, which included treating everyone equally—making the Fairlawn 
Mansion a welcoming environment for the LGBTQ+ community. She was 
also a founder of the Children’s Home and Refuge Association, and she 
deeded Fairlawn to be a Children’s Home when she moved to California in 
1920. It served more than 2,000 children and expectant and new parents. 

“We strive to provide the same welcoming environment Grace did to all 
that visited her home,” Meyer adds. 

Fairlawn Mansion has two very distinct periods in its life: private 
Victorian residence and Children’s Home. “The unique stories and tales 
make it a true treasure to visit in Superior,” Meyer says. 

Like Heckman, Meyer says that Superior is a beautiful vacation 
destination no matter what season. 

“Superior is a great place to visit year round. Generally, our summers 
are mild and fall is a great time to see all of the foliage. However, the best 
time to visit Fairlawn is during early winter when we are decorated for the 
holidays,” she says. 


MAIN CLUB SUPERIOR 


The Main Club is the original gay bar in the Twin Ports, making it a must 
for your list. It first opened in 1983 and serves as a community gathering 
spot, drag show, live music and dance venue. 

“We are located in downtown Superior so our long-term location serves as 
visibility for the community members that cannot be visible for themselves,” 
says Shawn Roos, president of Atypical Enterprises Inc. 

“We are a gay owned and operated business. We cater to the LGBTQ+ 
community while trying to involve the community as a whole,” Roos says. 
“We host events that focus on the community’s interests such as drag shows, 
trivia, bingo, bands, and DJs.” 

With its topnotch bartenders, unique atmosphere, and large selection of 
liquor and beer, a visit to Main Club is a guaranteed good time—any time 
of the year. 

“The Twin Ports is a year round destination. It has many outdoor 
activities no matter the weather. The walking and hiking trails for all abilities 
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offer scenic views, coupled with shopping and dining experiences,” Roos 
says. “The Main Club has events year round that will keep you entertained 
on the weekend nights when you come to visit.” 


JMR FINANCIAL GROUP 


JMR Financial Group exists to “increase our clients’ net worth,” according 
to Vice President Robin Rosenbaum. “Our ‘One Firm, One Focus’ approach 
helps us serve a critical niche in the Superior, Wisconsin, community, and 
throughout the country, due to our technology-driven operations.” 

As a locally owned and operated company, JMR supports the local 
economy by providing competitive job opportunities for fourteen individuals 
and ensuring the people and organizations in the region thrive financially. 
In addition, as we are always focused on our client’s welfare and the 
communities we serve, we routinely volunteer in the area as a team as our 
way of giving back. 

“JMR Financial Group, especially our leadership, believes in respecting 
and celebrating the individuality of members throughout our community— 
no matter their age, gender, sexual orientation, religion, or beliefs,” 
Rosenbaum says. “It’s important to us that we treat all with kindness and 
confidentiality. We work hard to provide our team, and our clients, with a 
safe, welcoming, and open space for everyone to be able to access services 
without prejudice.” 

And, of course, Rosenbaum says that the best season to visit Superior is, 
well, every season! 

“Each season brings new reasons to visit Superior, Wisconsin, and I 
feel as though the seasonal experiences we have here are some of the best 
in the United States,” she says. “The beautiful shores of Lake Superior 
are stunning in summer. Fall is a fantastic time to enjoy our local parks 
and trails, and view the impressive foliage. Ice skaters and skiers love the 
local rinks, skiing hills and cross-country skiing trails in winter. And in 
spring, you can view majestic waterfalls that follow snowmelt and witness 
the breaking up of Lake Superior’s ice." ll 
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STOCKHOLM, WISCONSIN - 
Small Town, Big Fun 


By Holly Peterson 


Stockholm, Wisconsin is a quaint little village that makes for the perfect 
fall weekend getaway or scenic day trip. Directly across from Lake City on 
Lake Pepin, Stockholm is an easy one-and-a-half-hour drive from the Twin 
Cities. Stockholm might be small, but it is brimming with fun restaurants, 
galleries, and scenic views that will have you dragging your feet when it is 
time to leave. Wander up Spring Street and down Great River Road duck- 
ing into cozy restaurants and welcoming galleries. Once you've gotten your 
fill of small-town charm spend some time riverside enjoying the incredible 
lakeside view. 


HUGGA BUGGA 


Hugga Bugga is one of our favorite galleries. It is full of original, hand- 
crafted items from local artisans, many of whom also work for the store. 
Everyone at Hugga Bugga is incredibly friendly and eager to answer any 
questions. Hugga Bugga is especially fun for any of you animal lovers out 
there. "Josie the Wonder Dog" is always onsite, ready to greet new custom- 
ers with a friendly wag of her tail. 

The selection at the ‘Bug’ is completely original. Everything is designed 
and brought to life by experienced craftspeople from Wisconsin and Minne- 
sota. Crafts range from scented goat milk lotion, hand-knitted wraps, cowls, 
sweaters, and more. Whether you are shopping for yourself or a gift for a 
loved one you are sure to find something to treasure for years to come. 


SANDY'S CLOTHING AND ART 


Sandy's Clothing and Art is another cute space full of hand-crafted items. 
Fall in love with a timeless piece of clothing, a pair of fashionable (and yet 
very comfortable!) shoes, or a one-of-a-kind piece of jewelry. The art is di- 
verse, affordable, and ethical. Owner Sandy Wagener strives to provide a 
safe, meaningful experience for everyone who walks through the door. She 
has carefully implemented sustainable practices and is passionate about sup- 
porting local artists and ethical companies. She describes her store as a 
place where "stories are told, laughter is heard, causes are supported, and 
connections are made." 


HUMBLE MOON FOLKSTEAD AND SALOON 


Part restaurant and part event space, Humble Moon Folkstead and Sa- 
loon is fast becoming one of the most popular spots in Stockholm. The cur- 
rent owners purchased the beloved property in 2016 and have made it their 
mission to open up the space to the community in as many ways as possible, 
including opening up their backyard patio for community use. The menu at 


Photo courtesy of Hugga Bugga 
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Humble Moon is constantly rotating and consistently delicious—no matter 
what is on the menu you are sure to leave satisfied. Humble Moon often 
hosts musicians on their deck during the weekly Friday Market & Music 
event, which runs through mid-October. 


STOCKHOLM PIE & GENERAL STORE 


Stockholm Pie & General Store might have begun as a simple bakery in 
a small town on the river, but over the years it has become a beloved spot for 
tourists and locals alike—and it is not hard to see why: Stockholm Pie has 
received many awards, from Best Pie to Best Dessert to Best Cafe on the 
Mississippi River. Every day there are more than twenty flavors of pie avail- 
able by slice alongside pie cookies and full-size pies! Stockholm Pie & Gen- 
eral Store also has a great selection of sandwiches, wraps, and salads — and 
if you need a drink to wash it down their vintage sodas and espresso drinks 
always hit the spot. Everything in the pie shop is made from scratch— “just 
like grandma would have done it,” says owner Alan Nugent. 


BONUS: VILLA BELLEZZA WINERY 


Technically located a few minutes down the road in Pepin, Villa Bellezza 
gets a bonus spot on the Stockholm list. Villa Bellezza is stunning—and 
practically a small town in and of itself. Inspired by Italian villas, Villa Belleza 
is the perfect place to while away an afternoon. Sample some wine, grab a 
bite at Il Forno, make a wish at the fountain in the center of the little town, 
and imagine that you are in Italy. 


A PLACE TO STAY 


If you decide you want to enjoy Stockholm for a full weekend, consider 
checking out the Historic Stockholm Hotel or Spring Street Inn. Both are 
small, intimate hotels directly in Stockholm. If you are feeling a little more 
adventurous Stockholm Village Park is a water-side campsite with space for 
RVs and tents. 

Whether you are on the prowl for your newest piece of hand-made jew- 
elry, want an excuse to cozy up in a cute little village, or just want a fun 
destination at the end of a autumnal road trip, Stockholm is the place to go. ll 
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LAYSHIA CLARENDON - 
Changing the Game 


By Andrew Stark 


Basketball is a game of grace. Whereas football and, say, ice hockey can 
be reminiscent of the brutal Roman gladiatorial contests (the stadium for 
the USC Trojans is literally called the Coliseum), basketball is more akin 
to dance. The alley-oop like a cabriolé, the dunk a ciseaux. And while there 
is much grace involved in hockey and football, those sports tend to rely on 
brute strength, using one’s body as a sort of weapon. And while strength 
obviously plays an enormous role in basketball (as in dance), grace and 
finesse are the sport’s raisons d’etre. 

We recently caught up with Layshia Clarendon (she/her, he/him, they/ 
them), guard for the Minnesota Lynx—and the first openly nonbinary and 
transgender player in the WNBA. “Just finished up practice,” they say, 
without any perceptible post-practice fatigue. “It’s a Monday, a little rough.” 
Practice, they explain, typically lasts “anywhere from an hour and a half to 
two and half hours, depending on the day.” 

Pro ball has its groundbreaking icons, trailblazers like Candace Parker, 
Michael Jordan, the Lynx’s own veteran Taj McWilliams-Franklin, LeBron 
James, and, among others, Layshia. Originally from San Bernardino, CA 
(“Shout-out to Inland Empire!”), Layshia was a historically out first-round 
draft pick for the Indiana Fever back in 2013. Alongside Brittney Griner, they 
flipped the switch, opening the closet door, as it were, for the likes of Jonquel 
Jones, Sue Bird, Delle Donne and other players and coaches to come out— 
comfortably and without fear. 

To speak with Layshia feels almost as if you’re speaking to multiple 
people: Athlete, Activist, Parent, Role Model—each dedicated entirely to 
their role. But Layshia is one person: a lightning rod of energy, ability and 
heart. 

That isn’t to say they’re frenetic or scattered in any way; Layshia’s voice is 
cool and even, their thoughts collected and focused. They’re a professional 
basketball player, after all, and focus is key. 

“My childhood was pretty much colored with basketball,” they say, 
“and every type of game.” Layshia grew up in a cul-de-sac with older sister 
Jasmine and younger brother Terry, both ball players. “Sports is really near 
and dear to my heart. Had a lot of cousins who came over and played. We had 
[neighbor] kids on both sides of the house where we lived—so everything 
from street hockey to basketball, to riding bikes to freeze tag, everything in 
between. I played a lot, with a lot of kids, growing up. I think play was a big 
theme of my childhood, and it’s always been a part of who I am.” 

After a pause: “I did go to school, too.” They laugh. “But playing was 
something that really sticks out for me. And, you know, trying to do well in 
school so I could just play sports.” 

Speaking of which: Math kid or English kid? Layshia’s a self-described 
“get-good-grades-so-I-could-play-sports kid.” 

Consider the athlete: Layshia moves down the court like liquid, takes it 
to the rack with feline dexterity. From the stands, their play looks effortless, 
impossibly concentrated. But, they admit, “I definitely still get nervous 
anytime I play basketball.” Hard to believe, watching them drop 18 points 
over the Las Vegas Aces back in July (or 27 points back in 2017, leading 
Atlanta over Indiana). The three-pointers appear predestined, the cursive 
dance down the court almost leisurely. But that’s the thing about masters of 
their craft: they make it look easy, and they’re electrifying to watch. 

Layshia’s older sister Jasmine was basically the impetus for their 
basketball career—specifically, Jasmine’s basketball skills. "She's, like, 6'3" 
—it doesn't make sense,” Layshia says. “I’m 5’9”. Yeah. Not fair. But obviously 
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I chose to play basketball, I just don’t remember making that choice. It was 
always just something that was part of my life. My dad refereed for about 15 
years. So of course I wanted to be better than my older sister. I was always 
trying to one-up her, go to a better school than her, go to this tournament 
and win that.” Layshia laughs. “So shout-out to her for being my motivation.” 

One of the most remarkable things about Layshia is their focus and 
presence-of-mind. During their senior year at Berkley, murmurings from 
the WNBA draft boards were increasing in volume. “I was really focused on 
being іп the moment my senior year, and was like, Oh, if I get drafted that'd be 
amazing. Trying to stay present. Obviously it was a dream of mine.” 

And then, a spark of serendipity: “Actually, [head coach and general 
manager for the Lynx] Cheryl Reeve was one of the coaches that came to 
scout me, so that was really interesting.” The rest was something of a whirl- 
wind, hence the aforementioned stress on presence-of-mind: “So, yeah, we 
went to the Final Four and I got invited to the draft, and then it feels like it 
kinda just happened... But I was really present in the moment, and trying to 
stay focused on my college career at that point.” 

Layshia adds: “It goes pretty quickly after that, though. From the mo- 
ment the [Final Four] tournament’s over, to getting invited to the draft, to 
flying out. The tournament’s in March, and the WNBA season starts in May, 
sometimes end of April. So it’s a really quick turnaround, flying to a new city 
and starting your career.” 

Incredibly, however, Layshia “actually missed my first WNBA game to 
fly back for graduation.” 

While the move from sunny California to considerably less-sunny Min- 
nesota can be a shock to some, Layshia explains, “It’s fun! [Minneapolis] 
has always been one of my favorite cities to come visit when I was on other 
teams, so it’s really cool to actually be here and get to do more than just 
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be here for two days. It's cool. It's pretty queer, 
which I love. There's good food, a lot of outdoor 
stuff. It’s a good mix of all the little things I love 
about living in a certain place." 

In December 2020, Layshia and wife Jessica 
Dolan (she/her) welcomed Baby C (they/them) 
into the world. This, of course, has changed ev- 
erything. “Parenthood’s hard!" Layshia says, 
and laughs. "Its the most beautiful and chal- 
lenging thing I’ve done in my life so far. And it’s 
ever-changing. Your child is constantly chang- 
ing, things are constantly new. You get down a 
routine, and then they change, all of a sudden. 
They're doing something new that they weren't 
doing the day before—now they can roll over, 
and they're about to start crawling really soon. 
So that changed our lives. That's been the most 
challenging part, but it's also the thing that keeps 
you the most present in life: whatever's happen- 
ing right in front of you, in the moment, and that's 
really one of the gifts that they bring." 

Layshia adds: “АП the parents that have done 
this in the WNBA, I have a lot of respect for them. 
There are quite a few moms in our league, and 
Ithink it's pretty cool what they've been doing." 

Layshia and Jessica have chosen to raise their 
child without the perimeters of gender, offering 
Baby С the freedom so many have worked—and 
continue to work—toward. 

Finally, encapsulating all of this, there's the 
role model, the force of change, an outspoken 
symbol of hope for folx of all ages. In 2020, Lay- 
shia joined the WNBA/WNBPA Social Justice 
Council, which actively works to tackle issues 
surrounding racial justice, public health, LG- 
BTQ+ advocacy, and others. "It's definitely a priv- 
ilege,” Layshia says. "It's something that I defi- 
nitely take a lot of pride in, and I know that there 
are a lot of people who've helped blaze this path. 
Although I've been technically the first [openly 
nonbinary and transgender player], there have 
been a lot of people who've helped shape this op- 
portunity for me. So I don't take it lightly." Ё 
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OUR SCENE 


TRAVEL | BY CARLA WALDEMAR | PHOTOS BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


LET US SING ONE SONG FOR... 
LOUISVILLE! 


What draws visitors to Louisville? Well, for 
sportin’ fans, there’s that little event called the 
Kentucky Derby the first Saturday in May. 
But no need to wait: Year-round tours of the 
Churchill Downs racetrack and museum allow 
you to ogle the horse barns, watch the pre-race 
promenade, and take a trackside seat at a race 
amid the screaming fans. 

All tours include a surround-screen filming 
of Derby Day, climaxing in a song more dear to 
а local’s heart than the National Anthem—“My 
Old Kentucky Home” (BYOH: Bring Your Own 
Hankie). The new Black Heritage in Racing Tour 
reveals how African-Americans gained fame as 
premier jockeys before Jim Crow squeezed them 
out. 

Baseball fans follow Louisville’s Main Street 
to the iconic Slugger Factory and Museum; 
you'll spot it aside the giant photo-op baseball 
bat out in front. Louisville also is home to 
another slugger. Native son Muhammad Ali 
rates his own museum, which traces his life in 
the boxing ring and as anti-war protester. You'll 
find his grave in the green, serene Cave Hill 
Cemetery, not far from another homeboy’s— 
Col. Sanders of finger lickin’ fame. 

Its easy to hoof it from one must-see 
museum to another along Main Street as 
Whiskey Row blends into Culture Row, 
anchored by the world-famed Actors Theatre, 
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currently outwaiting COVID. Peek into the 
Kentucky Museum of Arts and Crafts, saluting 
works by Kentuckians; the quirkier the better. 
It boasts a great gift shop, too. Across the 
street, the 21C Hotel acts as an avant gallery, 
featuring art backed by a social/political 
statement (currently including the Statue of 
Liberty as a Trojan horse). You'll spot it by the 
giant reproduction of Michelangelo’s David 
outside. 

Downtown’s newest museum, spotlighting 
the Black experience, is called Roots 101. 
The story begins with heroic sculptures from 
Africa’s Benin, where many a slave began 
their unfortunate journey. Lamont Collier, its 
founder, showcases these statues to awaken 
Black peoples’ awareness that they, indeed, 
descended from a race of kings. He hands me 
weighty chains and manacles to bring home 
their fate. Then came the KKK and demeaning 
symbols imposed by white folks—Little Black 
Sambo, Aunt Jemima, a blackfaced Al Jolson— 
until sports emerged as “the great equalizer.” 

Trace the history of the Kentucky Black 
music scene and other accomplishments, born 
of every family’s Big Mama; here, her living 
room is crammed with the family photos every 
Mama cherished. The “Protests to Progress” 
years include a memorial to our own George 
Floyd. Then head to downtown’s Fourth Street, 


lined with a dozen memorial stops—sites of sit- 
ins and such—along its Civil Rights Trail. 

But let’s be honest: I’m here for the drink. 
It’s easy to love a city that has adopted the Old 
Fashioned as its civic cocktail—for Louisville is 
all about Bourbon, reaching back to the debut 
of downtown’s first distillery, Evan Williams, in 
1780. (The city itself was launched along the 
banks of the Ohio River just two years earlier.) 
The Frazier Museum spells out what it takes to 
make great Bourbon, from pure water to oaken 
barrels to human expertise. 

Sign up for a tour and tasting at Evan 
Williams to get the skinny from local African- 
American bartender Tom Bullock (thanks to 
his re-enactor) on how to make the perfect Old 
Fashioned, using the method he penned as the 
first African-American to write a cocktail recipe 
book. Then flaunt your new knowledge at the 
speakeasy of your choice—maybe Omni Hotel’s 
Pin + Proof (yes, aside a bowling alley). Or Hell 
and High Water—a classy hideaway marked by 
a white light in a hidden alley. (Be nice to your 
concierge and you'll get directions). 

The newest distillery in town is a maverick. 
"We're bringing American Brandy back to 
Bourbon country,” declares a tour guide at 
Butchertown’s Copper + King as he pours sips 
from barrels stored where music plays 24/7, Bach 
to Bob Dylan, “to keep the molecules moving.” 
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Linger to wander this former meatpacking 
district, admiring its quirky shotgun homes. 
Then pop into Play, the city’s largest LGBTQ 
nightclub, with drag shows all week. The city’s 
new soccer stadium anchors this 'hood, not far 
from a brand-new 23-acre Botanical Garden 
reclaiming a once-unsightly landfill. 

The Highlands is home to gay bars Big 
Bar, Nowhere and Chill, clustered on the main 
drag and also Le Moo, where drag queens 
strut through the dollar-waving crowd during 
weekend brunches. The Highlands gives way 
to NuLu—not so ‘nu’ anymore, but boasting 
scads of the creative indie shops and cafes that 
earn Louisville braggin’ rights as a funky city. 

The Shelby Park hood is newer still, coming 
into its own as a go-to destination. It's anchored 
by the new Logan Street Market—food stalls, 
cheese shop, microbrewery and a hometown 
vibe. And if you're looking for trouble, you've 
come to the right place: Shelby Park's Trouble 
Bar delivers on its promise. 

Paristown is another on-the-rise 
neighborhood where The Café, housed in 
a former warehouse, reinvents old-time 
Southern cooking. Yearning for pimiento 
cheese? You'll discover it on a pizza here. Crave 
some Benedictine? It's the kitchen's cucumber 
spread from the good old days. Louisville's 
famous Hot Brown lives here, too—the city's 
signature, and addictive, hot turkey-melted 
cheese sandwich. Next door: Stoneware & Co., 
houses a mini-history museum amid tableware 
made right here. Outdoor concerts abound, 
too. 

Then, step back in time to the genteel 
bouquet of Victorian mansions lining Old 
Louisville’s stately streets radiating from 
Central Park (walking tours available). 

But Louisville’s best art is not manmade; it’s 
the sunset show captured by trekkers across 


Kizito makes cookies} 


the new(ish) Four River Bridge at Waterside 
Park. Amble over to Indiana to say hello, then 
retrace your steps under the twinkle of LED 
lights. 

Make you hungry? Trust me, you’re in the 
right city. Butchertown’s shiny-bright Naive 
Cafe gives vegetarians their due in don’t-miss 
dishes like Nashville hot cauliflower—deep- 
fried with a cornmeal coating, then cooled with 
a ranch dip. Another star: avo mounded on 
toasted sourdough, gussied up with tarragon 
ricotta, berries and mint. Seafood and burgers, 
too. 

Start your day at Superchef’s in The 
Highlands, with pow! comic-book décor and 
a menu to match. Chef Darnell, who doubles 
as a TV guest, is the action figure behind killer 
dishes like four-cheese shrimp and grits with 
chimichurri and sweet red pepper relish; avo 
toast supporting marinated tomatoes, lemon 
pepper, candied bacon, arugula, radishes, 
honey and mustard; and eggs Bennie atop 
deepfried grits slathered with Mornay sauce. 


Wo L4 


Louisville is home to the Louisville 
Slugger bat and museum. 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


isitors Center. 


And, just to tide you over until lunch, stop at 
Kizito, on Bardston Road, for cookies the size 
of your face. Mine: The Lucky Kentucky, XXL 
with pecans and chocolate chips. 

Add Seafood Lady to the duo above, and 
you've got three Black chefs who, like Ali, 
deliver potent punches. NuLu’s new Seafood 
Lady, set in an explosion of Caribbean colors, 
teases your appetite with starters like gator tail 
and fried oysters. Then it’s on to a shrimp and 
snow crab boil or my choice, shrimp and grits, 
served in a Martini glass the size Pau Bunyan 
could accommodate. Po’ boys, hush puppies, 
and banana bread pudding, too. 

Back on Main Street, the food scene’s 
smokin’ hot at Repeal, where every night 
folks celebrate 1933’s end of Prohibition with 
a signature cocktail fueled by Buffalo Trace 
Bourbon. The chef sends out Parker House 
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rolls as you scan a menu of prime beef galore. 
We shared a plate of steak tartare, then tomato- 
braised short ribs sided (yes!) with taleggio 
grits to enjoy on an above-street patio, made 
for romance. 

The next evening we sneaked below stairs 
to a cozy, equally lovey-dovey hideaway called 
Wild Swann. Its menu of small plates leads 
off with a deconstructed shrimp and grits— 
jumbo critters atop cubes of baked grits. Next, 
a pair of deliriously succulent Kentucky lamb 
chops lounging on a bed of spinach, followed 
by a couple of bison sliders. The grand finale- 
Bourbon-butterscotch bread pudding. 

Oh, one more hint: Before you hit Churchill 
Downs, peel off at its longtime neighbor, 
Wagner’s, for a diner breakfast, where bacon, 
easy-overs and grits share a plate as you 
people-watch the jockeys, trainers and their 
groupies starting off their day. 

I told you that Louisville treats visitors 
right. More proof: The town boasts not one, 
but two Pride celebrations: Louisville Pride 
in September and October’s Kentuckiana. To 
plan your escapade, visit www.gotoLouisville. 
com. Then start packing. I 
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Please send your cover letter and resume 
to Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 


(UR LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


LA&M Exhibits - Leather’s 
Golden Era and Art of Rex 


The doors to the Leather Archives and 
Museum (LA&M) in Chicago are again open 
to the public. (They had been closed for many 
months due to the COVID pandemic.) To cel- 
ebrate the reopening, the LA&M is presenting 
two new exhibits in its galleries. One exhibit 
is devoted to fascinating and evocative histori- 
cal leather club artifacts, while the other is de- 
voted to the drawings of a pioneering, and still 
active, leather artist. 

The larger exhibit, “The Golden Era: Leath- 
er, Levi and Motorcycle Clubs,” was curated by 
Leslie Anderson. The time period covered by 
the exhibit is described as “After Stonewall and 
before AIDS, 1969-1983.” During those years 
the gay leather scene, which had its begin- 
nings among veterans returning from WWI, 
grew into a vibrant culture and community that 
flourished in Canada and Europe as well as in 
the United States. 

An opening reception for the exhibit was 
held on July 15, 2021, as part of the LA&M’s 
final monthly virtual event called “Leather Lap- 
Top.” (In addition to being virtual, the July 15 
“Leather LapTop” could also be attended in 
person at the Archives.) During the opening 
reception, curator Anderson took viewers on a 
brief walkthrough tour of the exhibit, showing 
some of its highlights. 

The exhibit, lovingly and respectfully as- 
sembled, displays a wealth of artifacts from the 
exhibit’s time period. These artifacts vividly 
show the life and camaraderie between leather 
clubs of the time, and their members, from 
around the world. The artifacts include leather 
and denim vests with back patches; club colors, 
pins, and insignia; items related to early club 
runs and other social gatherings; photographs, 
letters and other documents; trophies and 
plaques; and even mugs and tankards. 

The exhibit includes items representing 
many motorcycle clubs of the era. Some of 
these clubs are still active, familiar names 
in leather circles today. Many of the clubs, 
though, are long gone, and we are fortunate to 
have these artifacts to remember them. (And, 
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of course, we are fortunate to have the LA&M 
as arepository for these artifacts.) 

A large quotation painted on the gallery 
wall (attributed to Norman Oppenheimer) 
describes the time period chronicled in the 
exhibit: “Our world was forever changed. We 
started that ride in the closet, but that night our 
closet opened to the wide world on the night 
Stonewall rioted.” 

On a personal note: Had events in my own 
life gone differently, I might have been part of 
the “Golden Era” community depicted in this 
exhibit. The Atons were a relatively new leath- 
er club when I came out as gay. (The Atons of 
Minneapolis leather club was founded in 1972, 
and hence will be celebrating their 50th anni- 


Artifacts on display as part of 
“The Golden Era: Leather, Levi 
and Motorcycle Clubs” exhibit 
at the Leather Archives and 
Museum, Chicago. 


Artifacts on display as part of “The Golden Era: Leather, 
Levi and Motorcycle Clubs” exhibit at the Leather 
Archives and Museum, Chicago. 


‘The Golden Era: 


Artifacts on display as part of “The Golden Era: Leather, 
Levi and Motorcycle Clubs” exhibit at the Leather 
Archives and Museum, Chicago. 

versary next year, in 2022.) Had I discovered, 
and connected with, the Atons when I first 
came out—instead of connecting with them al- 
most 20 years later—I would have experienced 
firsthand the milieu shown in this “Golden 
Era” exhibit. 

However, had I done so, I might not be alive 
now to tell the story. During the virtual walk- 
through of the exhibit on its opening night, 
curator Anderson pointed to a photograph of 
a group of attendees at an early leather run. 
She then said that, based on statistics of AIDS 
survival, probably less then 25% of the people 
shown in that photograph would have survived 
the AIDS epidemic. More than 75% of the men 
in that photograph would have been among the 
many casualties of AIDS. 

“The Golden Era” exhibit at the LA&M 
runs through Dec. 23, 2021. 

The second new exhibit, “Verboten: Works 
by Rex,” is being presented in the LA&M’s 
Dungeon Gallery and has been curated by 
Joseph S. Garber. This exhibit is an excellent 
complement to the “Golden Era” exhibit, be- 
cause Rex’s early imagery would have been 
seen and appreciated by the men documented 
in “The Golden Era.” 

Rex’s drawings are explicitly and intensely 
homoerotic. They celebrate leather, fetish, 
raunch, and man-on-man sex. Many of them, 
including images created for the legendary 
Mineshaft bar in New York and for A Taste 
of Leather, a leather retailer in San Francisco, 
have become iconic images in the gay male 
leather community. Rex’s work was inspired by 
the images of Tom of Finland—although Rex 
has his own style—and Rex went on to inspire 
the images of Robert Mapplethorpe. 

While many of the iconic early gay/leath- 
er/fetish artists are no longer with us, Rex is 
still active and maintains his own artist’s web- 
site at www.rexwerk.com. 

The “Verboten: Works by Rex” exhibit at 
the LA&M runs through Oct. 24, 2021. E 
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SENIOR LIVING | BY HOLLY PETERSON 


SAGE and the Diverse Elders Coalition: 
BRIDGING THE GAP 


“The fabric of our country is changing. The United States is becom- 
ing increasingly older and more diverse in its racial, ethnic, [and LG- 
BTQ+] composition,” says Elder advocate Aaron Tax. “By 2050, more 
than 17 million U.S. older adults from diverse communities will make up 
50% of all older Americans.” This changing cultural landscape means that 
advocacy on behalf of aging and marginalized groups is more important 
than ever. 

The Diverse Elders Coalition (or the DEC) has been at the forefront 
of the movement for elder advocacy for more than a decade. The DEC is 
“a leading national advocacy coalition of six organizations that represent 
the interests and concerns of racially and ethnically diverse older adults 
and LGBTQ+ older people,” says Tax. “By working together, we’re im- 
proving aging for our communities nationwide.” 

The six organizations that make up the DEC represent many margin- 
alized communities, including racial and ethnic groups like AAPI, Black, 
Hispanic, Indian and Southeast Asian people as well as the LGBTQ+ 
community. Tax is the Director of Advocacy at SAGE, which has been 
advocating on behalf of LGBTQ+ elders since 1978. Tax explains, “We 
build welcoming communities and keep our issues in the national con- 
versation to ensure a fulfilling future for all LGBTQ- people." 

Many people who work within the Diverse Elders Coalition are el- 
ders themselves. Donald M. Bell is one such person. Self-described as 
a 72-year-old, cisgender, pro-feminist, gay or SGL man of African, Indig- 
enous, and Scots-Irish roots, Bell is also a father, grandfather, and third- 
generation Chicago Southsider. After a rewarding career as an educator, 
Bell has begun a “post-retirement career of advocacy for the aging com- 
munity in general, and the LGBTQ+ aging community in 
particular.” 

“My entry into LGBTQ+ elder activism was predicated 
on my entering this stage of life,” Bell explains. “My life- 
long commitment to social activism was a result of being a 
five-year-old black boy in 1955 when the body of Emmett 
Till was returned to Chicago from Money, Mississippi, 
and I learned my first public lesson of the cost of having 
black skin.” 

Every individual has a history and identity that makes 
their needs unique. “I have not lived a siloed life around 
one issue, but at the intersection of several issues,” says 
Bell. “Mine, in particular, have been the issues of race, 
class, and sexual orientation and gender identity. It is most 
disappointing to me that as an LGBTQ: elder I have now grown into the 
two additional issues of ageism and ableism.” 

Acknowledging the intersectional identities of the elders for whom it 
advocates is vital to the mission of the DEC. “Older adults who are racial- 
ly and ethnically diverse...and/or LGBTQ+ are much more likely to live 
in poverty than white, heterosexual, and cisgender older Americans,” 
says Tax. “These individuals have suffered from a lifetime of discrimina- 
tion due to different cultures, identities, languages and customs, leaving 
many without proper community support systems, in poor health, and 
financially insecure.” 
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Bell spoke to the same issue: “The prevailing eldercare systems that 
exist in the United States are not prepared to understand, welcome, or 
support the lived experiences of LGBTQ+ people at this stage of life. 
Elders in the LGBTQ+ community have been faced with a particularly 
insidious form of heterosexism which results in silencing, and the un- 
availability of welcoming and culturally competent services and accom- 
modations. As a result, many elders have to go ‘back into the closet’ to 
negotiate the issues of their everyday survival.” 

Of course, 2020 provided a unique set of challenges for elder advo- 
cacy. *[O]ur expertise [at SAGE] was put to the test during the COV- 
ID-19 pandemic,” Tax explains. “LGBTQ+ elders are, and continue to 
be, particularly vulnerable to the health risks of COVID-19. LGBTQ+ 
older adults also face greater risks from social isolation that can directly 
impact their health and well-being." Among other things, SAGE combat- 
ted elder isolation through a program called SAGEConnect. “[This pro- 
gram] matches LGBTQ: elders with volunteer callers to combat social 
isolation. To date, we’ve made 526 matches with 600 vol- 
unteers and 440 elders, with nearly 3,000 minutes of calls.” 

There are many aspects of elder care and advocacy 
that require a financial investment. “We believe it’s a moral 
mandate for the investment in eldercare to include specific 
investments for equitable access in care and services for 
racially and ethnically diverse older adults and LGBTQ+ 
elders,” says Tax. The Diverse Elders Coalition recently 
“submitted a proposal seeking $450 million from the 
Biden-Harris Administration. The funds would be used 
over eight years to support a series of initiatives grounded 
in the specific realities and needs of diverse and LGBTQ+ 
older adult communities [like] food insecurity, cultural 
competency training, cyber education, virtual program- 
ming to assist with social isolation, and more.” 

If elder care and advocacy is a cause that resonates with you, one of 
the best ways to get involved is by donating to an organization like SAGE 
or the Diverse Elders Coalition. It is imperative that we support those 
without whom we would not have the rights that we do today. If financial 
support is not possible for you, it’s just as helpful to raise awareness in 
your social circles and make sure that your representatives know that 
you support the policies being advocated for by organizations like the 
DEC. It is past time to do make Donald Bell’s dream of “eliminat[ing] the 
issues of age as dividers in the LGBTQ+ community” a reality. I 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTO-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
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ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 


MN ADOPT 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 
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ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 


Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 


and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 
Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 
(952) 885-5409 
www.nwhealth.edu 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 

www .familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 
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Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


The Museum of Russian Art 

Explore Russian art, music & culture 
through exhibitions & live events. The only 
one of its kind in the U.S. 

5500 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

(612) 821-9045 

www.tmora.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Minnesota Dance Theatre 
Presenting masterful and inspiring dance 
through performance and education 
since 1962. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 338-0627 

www.mndance.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into а 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


REAL ESTATE 

LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance 

The premier LGBTQ+ professional 
organization for real estate and housing 
professionals. "Advocate. Elevate. 
Celebrate." 

P.O. Box 18491 

St. Paul, MN 55118 
www.realestatealliance.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SOGIAL SERVICES 

Children’s Home & LSS 

Proudly serving ALL children and families 
through foster care, adoption & post- 
adoption services. 

1605 Eustis St. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 646-7771 

welcome @chlss.org 

www.chlss.org 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive impact 
on our greater community. Volunteering for 
social & environmental causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 


Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11 to 24 with health 
care, mental health services, and basic 
needs services for youth experiencing 
homelessness. 

1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 

admin@face2face.org 
www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE HOME SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


Family Owned & 
Y Operated Since 1950 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & R & REMOVALS 


an & Commercial Services 
ISA ied Arboris | Staff 
ming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
٤ Clearing * Hedge & Shrub ургып 
Emerald Ash rer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
255+ yrs. Experience 
Credit Cards accepted 
Estimates 7am-5pm All Insurance Accepted | | Office: 612-706-8210 
Lifetime Repair Warranty | LEA 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


Serving you for over 100 years! SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN. com 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


ч er ie 
Roering Auto Body - Woman Owned 
90 Dale St N., St Paul 55102 
651-221-0919 
www.roeringautobody.com 
Schedule today to get ready for spring cruising 


GUN SHOPS 


poor | YOUR TARGET? аа 


Sight-in Package 


After a Century of Service - 
We Know Our Business 


h M 

McOUILLAN- 
CD 612-354-4764 

www.McQuillanBros.com 


WE САМ FIX THAT! 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Your sexual concern 
doesn't need to be a problem. 


The stigma stops here. 

CENTRE FOR 2 

SEXUAL WELLNE 
612-208-7704 


www.centreforsexualwellness.org 


HOME SERVICES 


базал 


651-188-1808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


* 612.387.3985 


© CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
CurtLarsonHomes.com 
CalBRE #01974318 


BERKSHIRE | California 
HATHAWAY Properties 


Mare aker cape 


COLDWELL BANKER 
REALTY 


Live Wel... Invest Wisely! 


ruoli ili ыт 


RENTALS 


Amazing Views, Fully rehabbed immaculate 
2 bed Cherokee Heights home in St. Paul 
- fireplace, deck, large yards, insulated 
house and garages, storage, laundry, no 
smoking, no pets - $2400, references. Photos 


at www.facebook.com/marketplace/ 
item/28241 44421 131366/ 
TAILORS 
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Why Are There Still 


7 GICHIGA 


HEARTS» 


LIVING 
ON 
THE 
EDGE 


Celine-Marie 


PASCALE 


DESTINED TO 


DIE YOUNG) 


SALLY A. HOEDEL 


OUR AFFAIRS 


BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Why Are There Still Creationists? 
Jonathan Marks 
Polity 
$22.95 

Despite overwhelming evidence that humans are descended from 
among the apes, though branching long, long ago, many want no part of 
that story. Anthropologist Marks aims knowledge and wit at creationists 
and evolutionists, pointing out that both science and religion are dogmatic, 
suggesting paths to make scholars of religion and science more allies than 
foes. Anthropologists’ findings show that the ancestors—everyone’s—are 
sacred. However a group envisions their ancestors—an unclothed couple, 
a snake, an apple—they create a lineage within which everyone belongs. 
Your story, your ancestors, the sacred ones from whence you sprang. Marks 
argues persuasively that creationism is a theological and not a scientific de- 
bate, that its thinking about values and meanings might better be a crucial 
part of scientific explorations. 


Gichigami Hearts: Stories and Histories from Misaabekong 
Linda Legarde Grover 
University of Minnesota Press 
$14.95 

One of the Ojibwe words that describe the terrain around Duluth, now 
Point of Rocks, is Onigamiising, the place of small portage; another is Mis- 
aabekong, the place of the giants. The lives and stories in Grover’s book 
start with her ancestors’ arrival at the American Fur Post in western Duluth 
more than 200 years ago, and unfold in stories like a vine through different 
times and realities, some from Grover’s family, all living threads in a tapestry 
connecting the land and the Ojibwe people—and the animals, like the snow- 
shoe hares that in the winter nights keep watch over the sleeping world and 
dreams. A professor of American Indian studies at UMN Duluth, Grover is a 
member of the Bois Forte Band of Ojibwe. 


Living on the Edge: When Hard Times Become a Way of 
Life 
Celine-Marie Pascale 
Polity 
$24.95 

Jesus cautions, in Matthew 26:11, “The poor you will always have with 
you.” It seems there’s a reason for that. We need them as cogs in the ma- 
chinery keeping the lives of the affluent running smoothly while they amass 
more money, more goods, more power. That was so in BCE, it is thus in 
the CE. Sociologist Pascale interviewed workers in Appalachia, Standing 
Rock and Wind River Reservations, and Oakland, CA. Her respondents all 
worked—often multiple, low-paying, jobs, yet remain enmeshed in pover- 
ty. The core problem, Pascale illustrates in chapters covering health care, 
prejudice in class and race, payday loans of APR 400-660%, is the collusion 
between government and corporations that puts profits above people and 
the environment. How to change? Read and consider. 


Destined to Die Young 
Sally A. Hoedel 
www.ElvisAuthor.com 
$22 

Many today recall Elvis Presley not in his prime, but the bloated self-par- 
ody of later days. Hoedal examines genetic and class aspect of Elvis’s life; his 
inherited health problems and grinding poverty which drove his determina- 
tion to provide not only for his parents, but for a widening circle of kith and 
kin. Hoedel documents inherited health problems on paternal and maternal 
branches leading to similar early deaths, including his mother at 46 and him- 
self at 42. Nine out of 11 bodily systems were affected, Hoedel found, and 
medications he took were not as an addict but were attempts to ease severe 
chronic pain and lifelong insomnia. Hoedel’s book is a much-needed correc- 
tive to the many myths and errors surrounding the King’s Ше and death. I 
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OUR VOICES 


JAMEZ SITINGS | BY JAMEZ L. SMITH 


MANGINA 
MONOLOGUES I-V 
(TALKING OUT MY 

ASS) 


MM-IV 

I love it 

When He Fills Me. 

I love it 

when he’s about to fill me. 

That first lite kiss 

of flesh 

The gentle pressure 

parting me 

The firmness 

burrowing deeper 

inside of me 

touching me 

deeply. 

I just love it. 

Sometimes you wanna go 
where not a damn soul knows your name 


an no one knows it if you came... 


М = — LAVENDER'S 
NJ 


“FIRST І 
) THURSDAYS 


Buy A Drink. Make A Connection. Have Fun. 
Join Lavender and our host partner, MA AM 
| THURSDAY 
September 2 • 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
Minnesota Boat Club 
Raspberry Island, 1 Wabasha St. S. • St. Paul, MN 
Catering by 
MINTAHOE 


CATERING & EVENTS 


Presented by 
Titos. 


TRULY 


Handmade  — 


VODKA 
USTIN X TEXA 


TWIN CITIES LGBTQ-- HAPPY HOUR 


Lakeville Plymouth Roseville Woodbury 
952.435.3399 763.551.3544 651.655.7042 651.750.0321 28.722.2302 


schneidermans.com 


